
VILLAGE OF STOCKBRIDGE 
305 W. Elizabeth Street 

Room #112 

Stockbridge, MI 49285 

(517) 851-7435 

 

 

 

VILLAGE COUNCIL SPECIAL MEETING 

AGENDA 

Monday, October 24, 2022 

6:00 PM 
 

 

1. CALL TO ORDER 

 

2. ROLL CALL 

 

3. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

4. PUBLIC COMMENT 

 

5. BUSINESS BEFORE THE COUNCIL: 

a. Waiver of requirement for water meter pit pursuant to Village Code Sec. 34-

28(b)(6) – A Dog’s Help LLC, Green Road, Parcel #33-42-16-26-376-003 

b. Engineering Services Contract 

c. Halloween Trick-or-Treat Hours 

 

6. PUBLIC COMMENT 

 

7. ADJOURNMENT 



BOARD ACTION SUMMARY SHEET

MEETING DATE:

AGENDA ITEM TITLE:

SUBMITTED BY:

DEPARTMENT:

BACKGROUND SUMMARY:

BOARD MEETING Council

10/24/2022

Waiver of Water Meter Pit Requirement Pursuant to Village Code 
Sec. 34-28(b)(6) - A Dog's Help LLC, Green Road, Parcel #33-42-16-
26-376-003

RESOLUTION NO.:

Darwin McClary

Manager

The owners of the business A Dog's Help LLC is requesting a waiver of the water meter pit requirement of 
village code Sec. 34.28(b)(6) - Meter Pits.  Village code states:

"(6)  Meter pits. In the event that a service line will be more than 300 feet from the public road, right-of-
way, public property, alley, or easement containing the water main, to the structure, a meter pit shall be 
required. Meter pits shall not otherwise be permitted except in cases where the water department deems 
it necessary or acceptable as a result of special circumstances. In instances where a meter pit is approved 
or required, the meter pit and vault must be constructed according to the plans and specifications 
approved by the water department. The additional cost for the meter pit materials as well as for larger 
sized meters, if necessary, shall be the responsibility of the property owner. Upon the recommendation of 
the water department and for good cause shown, the village council may waive the requirements for the 
installation of a meter pit."

Public Works staff and the Village Manager have determined that a waiver of the requirement for a meter 
pit is warranted due to the following findings of good cause: (1) the subject property has access drives that 
will be accessible by public works staff at all times to utilize the department's meter reading equipment to 
obtain remote meter readings efficiently and effectively; (2) water service for all buildings on the subject 
property will run from the metered line in the main building and, therefore, will not require separate 
metering; (3)  the cost of constructing and maintaining a meter pit will create an undue financial burden for 
the property owner.

ALTERNATIVES ANALYSIS:

APPROVE WAIVER OF METER PIT REQUIREMENT.
If council waives the requirement under Sec. 34-28(b)(6) of the village code for a water meter pit, the 
property owner will install the meter inside the main building on the property and an MXU reader on the 
outside of the building so that DPW staff can obtain remote meter readings.  This option will save the 
property owner the costs of installing and maintaining a meter pit.  This option will also reduce the 
workload for DPW staff in accessing and obtaining meter readings.

REJECT THE REQUEST FOR WAIVER OR TAKE NO ACTION.



If council rejects the property owner's request or takes no action, the property owner will be required to 
install the meter pit and incur the expense for installation and maintenance.  DPW staff will incur additional 
manhours to manually read the meter in the pit, resulting in reduced work efficiency.

PREVIOUS BOARD ACTION:
None

FINANCIAL IMPACT:

If the waiver is approved, the village will realize reduced staff costs through greater efficiency in meter 
readings at this location.

RECOMMENDED MOTION:

To approve a waiver of the requirement for installation of a water meter pit at A Dog's Help LLC, Green 
Road, parcel #33-42-16-26-376-003, in accordance with Section 34-28(b)(6) of the Village of Stockbridge 
Code of Ordinances due to the recommendation of the village's public works department and due to the 
following findings of good cause: (1) the subject property has access drives that will be accessible by 
public works staff during DPW normal work hours to facilitate remote meter readings efficiently and 
effectively; (2) water service for all buildings on the subject property will run from the metered line in the 
main building and, therefore, will not require separate metering; (3)  the cost of constructing and 
maintaining a meter pit will create an undue financial burden for the property owner; and (4) installing 
a meter pit will require public works staff to perform manual meter readings at a time when the 
department is seeking to reduce the number of manual reads and associated costs and improve 
efficiency and effectiveness of meter readings.

ATTACHMENTS:

Request from Scott Olson for Waiver of Water Meter Pit Requirement
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1

Darwin McClary

From: Scott Olson <solson@pioneerinc.com>

Sent: Tuesday, October 18, 2022 2:42 PM

To: manager@vosmi.org; Scott Honer

Subject: Meter pit variance

Darwin, 
Thanks for meeting with us today. As you mentioned today we will are requesting to have a variance from the city 
ordinances that state we have to install a meter pit because of the distance from the primary water line located at Green 
Road, this is for the new Dogs Help Project on bird drive. We are proposing to run the 2” primary line directly from 
Green Road into the first kennel building where we would locate the 1” meter. This would eliminate a meter pit from the 
site and the meter we would install would have an external reader for it. Because time is of the essence we are asking 
that this item be brought to the village council as soon as possible. We are getting ready to pour the floor in the first 
kennel building hopefully the end of next week. The installation of the meter inside the building will also eliminate any 
of your DPW workers working in a confined space and will be more readily available if it ever needs to be swapped out. 
Can you give me an idea on how long this process would take to get approved.  
Please call me with any questions you might have  

Thanks, 
Scott Olson 
Pioneer Construction/Tailored Building Systems 
Cell: (269)207-4323 
Sent from iPad 



BOARD ACTION SUMMARY SHEET

MEETING DATE:

AGENDA ITEM TITLE:

SUBMITTED BY:

DEPARTMENT:

BACKGROUND SUMMARY:

BOARD MEETING Council

11/7/2022

Engineering Consulting Services Contract

RESOLUTION NO.:

Darwin McClary

Manager

The Engineering Services Review Ad Hoc Committee is recommending that the village council select 
Wolverine Eingineering of Mason, Michigan, to serve as Engineer of Record for the village and to authorize 
the Village Attorney to draft a general services contract for consideration by council at your November 7 
regular meeting.  The recommendation comes with an understanding that the village reserves the right to 
engage the services of other engineering firms whenever the village determines that it is necessary to do so 
for special projects, but that such special services provided by other firms will be subject to the oversight 
and control of the village's Engineer of Record.  Wolverine Engineering has indicated that the firm has no 
concerns with such an arrangement.

The committee solicited statements of qualifications for engineering, architectural, and miscellaneous 
services as tasked by the village council.  The committee received eight (8) proposals, two of which were 
for architectural services only and were rejected.  Based on the contents of the statements of 
qualifications, the committee selected four (4) top firms for interviews as follows:
---IMEG, Saline, MI
---Jones & Henry, Kalamazoo, MI
---Williams & Works, Grand Rapids, MI
---Wolverine Engineering, Mason, MI

After interviews, the committee members rated each firm based on the quality of the interviews.  Williams 
and Works and Wolverine Engineering were the two highest rated firms.

Attached is Wolverine Engineering's statement of qualifications for the information of council.  Due to copy 
size, the other three top firms' statements of qualifications will be sent to council members by E-mail.

ALTERNATIVES ANALYSIS:

N/A

PREVIOUS BOARD ACTION:
6/27/22 - Council authorized administration to proceed to draft a Request for Proposals (RFP) for 
consulting engineering services for submission to the village council for review and approval.

8/1/22 - Council approved RFQ for consulting engineering services with minor change and authorized the 



solicitation of proposals and established an ad hoc Engineering Services Review Committee.

FINANCIAL IMPACT:

If approved, the village will incur legal costs for the drafting of the engineering general services contract.

RECOMMENDED MOTION:

To approve the ad hoc Engineering Services Review Committee recommendation to select Wolverine 
Engineering of Mason, Michigan, as the Village of Stockbridge Engineer of Record for engineering 
consulting services and to authorize the Village Attorney to draft an engineering general services 
contract for consideration by council at its November 7, 2022, regular meeting.

ATTACHMENTS:

Statement of Qualifications - Wolverine Engineering
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BOARD ACTION SUMMARY SHEET

MEETING DATE:

AGENDA ITEM TITLE:

SUBMITTED BY:

DEPARTMENT:

BACKGROUND SUMMARY:

BOARD MEETING Council

10/24/2022

Halloween Trick-or-Treat Hours

RESOLUTION NO.:

Darwin McClary

Manager

Council is being requested to establish the date and time for Halloween Trick-or-Treat hours.  Historically, 
the council has taken action on this matter every year, but the Village Manager recommends that the 
council adopt a uniform policy that can be followed every year.  By doing so, the council will provide a 
uniform date and hours that are consistent from one year to the next, thereby reducing possible confusion 
on the part of the public.  This action will also eliminate the need to place this matter on the council agenda 
for action every year.  Trick-or-treat activities are usually scheduled for October 31 between the hours of 
6:00 PM and 8:00 PM.

ALTERNATIVES ANALYSIS:

N/A

PREVIOUS BOARD ACTION:
None

FINANCIAL IMPACT:

None

RECOMMENDED MOTION:

To adopt a formal policy that annual Halloween Trick-or-Treat activities shall be held within the Village 
of Stockbridge on October 31 of each year between the hours of 6:00 p.m. and 8:00 p.m. unless 
otherwise changed by action of the village council, and to direct the Village Clerk to provide notice 
annually of the trick-or-treat hours at least one week prior to Halloween by posting on the village's web 
site and social media.

ATTACHMENTS:
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